




  

[Note: Proposed amendments/additions in red text or strikethrough for policies or criteria to be removed.] 
 
Lethbridge County Municipal Development Plan – Bylaw 22-001 

Part 4 Plan Policies 

No amendments to Sections 13.0 to 13.14 

Large-scale Commercial Solar Collection 

13.15 Development proposals for commercial solar collection facilities must be 
redesignated to the Solar Energy Commercial (SEC) overlay Direct Control land use 
district for a decision to be made by County Council on the suitability of the use and 
the issuance of a development permit. 

13.16 The County will attempt to balance the establishment of large-scale commercial 
solar collection facilities with agricultural land considerations as best able but may 
allow such uses to be sited on prime or irrigated agricultural lands based on 
infrastructure/connectivity needs, location of electrical sub-stations, and if deemed 
appropriate by Council. 

13.17 County Council will consider the following with regards to the siting of 
commercial solar collection facilities: 

(a) Use of poor quality, lowest production land and dry corners is preferred. 

(b) Use of cut-off, fragmented, irregular shaped parcels are preferred. 
(c) Use of parcels with no irrigation rights is preferred. 

(d) To the extent possible, use of irrigated land should be avoided/minimized, but 
exceptions may be considered based on proximity to sub-stations or 
connectivity to the grid network. 

(e) Commercial Solar Collection Facilities are not to be located within 300 metres 
(984.3 feet) of an individual dwelling on an adjacent parcel and 750 metres 
(2,460.6 feet) of a boundary of a Grouped Country Residential area 
(designated or undesignated), hamlet, village, or town, as measured from the 
closest point of a solar collector infrastructure supporting photovoltaic cells. 
The 300 metre (984.3 feet) distance may be lessened at the discretion of the 
approval authority if the neighbouring impacted landowner consents to a lesser 
setback distance. 

13.18 County Council will consider and use the policy directives as outlined in previous 
policy 13.17 when deciding on rezoning applications for solar energy facility, 
commercial whether to support or oppose Commercial Solar Collection Facility 
proposals that also are will ultimately need to be submitted for approval to the 
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). to obtain the necessary provincial approval to 
establish and operate. 



  

13.19 Commercial Solar Collector Facilities must not to be located within 3.2 km (2.0 
miles) of the Lethbridge Airport unless the technology of the associated photovoltaic 
cells is determined to be such a type that no glare or reflection is produced. 

13.19 Recognizing that Commercial Solar Collection Facilities are a new emerging industry 
and changes will occur as the technology comes to terms with the various issues, 
Council shall commission a review, which shall re-examine the impact of Commercial 
Solar Collection Facilities at such time when 500 hectares (1,235.52 acres) of 
irrigated land or lands with irrigation rights, or a total of 2,500 hectares (6,177 acres) 
have been developed for such use. 

No amendments to Sections 13.21 to 13.24 

 


